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WALLET-TYPE DISPLAY OF RELATIVE
CURRENCY VALUES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In recent years, the extent of foreign travel has in-
creased significantly. Since each country has its own
currency, which is ordinarily different from that of
other countries, the traveler is faced with the problem
of having to convert his own currency into the currency
of the country in which he finds himself. The rate of ex-
change between various currencies is not constant and
in recent years has fluctuated, sometimes very rapidly.
It therefore becomes quite important for a traveler to
have some convenient means for reminding himself of
current exchange rates and, more preferably, to con-
vert from a price or other amount in one currency to
the equivalent amount in a different currency.

In years past, when currency exchange rates were rel-
atively stable, it was convenient to prepare printed ta-
bles, books or the like showing relative currency val-
ues. However, as previously noted, currency exchange
rates have become more volatile and travelers in recent
years have often been confronted with significant
changes in exchange rates in the course of their travels.

A variety of devices have been patented for allowing
the conversion from one currency to another. Illustra-
tive of such prior art devices are those shown in the fol-
lowing patents:

U.S. Pat. No. 2,684,202, R. Giuntini, July 20, 1954;

U.S. Pat. No. 3,023,956, E. Rondthaler, Mar. 6,
1962;

U.S. Pat. No. 3,431,885, J. Miklas, Mar. 11, 1969;

U.S. Pat. No. 3,760,165, Frederick C. Marcks, Sept.
18, 1973;

U.S. Pat. No. 3,795,795, Capron R. Gulbransen, Jr.,
Mar. 5, 1974.

For the most part, devices of the type illustrated
above are based upon a slide rule concept. Many such
devices are relatively expensive to manufacture and,
accordingly, must sell for several dollars or more.

At the present time, there is a need for a simple, inex-
pensive, display for relative currency values that can be
used under conditions of fluctuating exchange rates.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is a simple device for display-
ing relative currency values. The device can be eco-
nomically manufactured.

Briefly described, the present invention is a folded,
wallet-type display of relative currency values involving
at least two different currencies. Typically, the display
is made of plastic and of a size adapted to be carried in
a suitcoat pocket. The display consists of first and sec-
ond leaves which are foldably connected to each other
along one of their margins. The front or first leaf con-
tains a display window which may be divided into sev-
eral individual panes. The display window is associated
with fixed indicia of at least one unit of a first currency
(e.g. marked as one dollar U.S.).

Located between the folded leaves is at least one cur-
rency strip that is removably attachable to the inner
face of the top or front leaf. This currency strip is
marked with fixed indicia of a plurality of units of a cur-
rency different from that shown on the outer face of the
front cover. The currency strip is capable of being
moved behind the display window to align indicia on
the currency strip with the fixed indicia on the outer
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face of the front leaf. In this manner, the current rate of
exchange can be made to appear in the display window
(e.g. one dollar U.S. equals 2.4 Deutsch Marks). If de-
sired, more than one currency strip can be used at any
one time to thereby simultaneously indicate several ex-
change rates involving more than two currencies. This
can be accomplished by comparing values on adjacent
strips with one another or by comparing values on the
strips to those printed on the front leaf.

If currency conversion is desired rather than merely
the current exchange rate, the fixed indicia associated
with the display window can be expanded to show a
plurality of units of one currency on a logarithmic scale
and the fixed indicia on the currency strip can also be
arranged on a corresponding logarithmic scale so that
units of one currency can be converted by direct visual
comparison with units of a different currency in deter-
mining, for example, the relative value of an item
priced in a foreign market.

THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the display of the pres-
ent invention as seen from the front.

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the inside of the display show-
ing two currency strips in position and other currency
strips in storage.

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the display
of FIG. 1 showing a window divided into two separate
panes for purposes of displaying information contained
on two currency strips.

FIG. 4 shows the front side of a currency strip includ-
ing two adhesive areas.

FIG. § shows the reverse side of a currency strip.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an alternative embodi-
ment in which enlarged display windows are used in
conjunction with additional fixed indicia on the front
face of the display for purposes of allowing currency
conversion by direct visual comparison.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As shown in FIG. 1, the display of the present inven-
tion, generally designated by the numeral 1, comprises
first and second leaves Z and 3 which are joined to-
gether along one marginal edge 4 so as to form a fold-
able, wallet-type display. Although other shapes can be
used, it is preferred that the display 1 be made from
rectangular leaves, desirably of a semi-rigid plastic
sheet. Display 1 can be formed of two separate leaves 2
and 3 joined together along marginal edge 4 by any
suitable means (e.g. adhesive tape) or leaves 2 and 3
can be made from a folded unitary piece of plastic. If
desired, various means (not shown) can be used to re-
tain leaves 2 and 3 in a folded face-to-face relationship.

A display window generally indicated by the numeral
5 is provided in the top leaf 2. As shown in FIG. 1, dis-
play window 5 is divided into two separate panes, (each
designated by the numeral 6), for purposes of display-
ing information contained on two separate currency
strips which are hereinafter described.

As is shown in FIG. 1, fixed indicia of a first currency
appear on the outer face of leaf 2 adjacent display win-
dow 5 for the purpose of providing a reference point.
As an example, fixed indicia of a single unit of U.S. cur-
rency has been shown (i.e. one dollar U.S.) in FIG. 1.

The inside of display 1 is illustrated in FIG. 2. On the
left side of the display, as shown in FIG. 2, two cur-
rency strips 7 and 8 are removably attached to the
inner face of front leaf 2 so that information contained
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on currency strips 7 and 8 can be seen through respec-
tive panes 6 and properly aligned with the fixed indicia
" on the outer face of leaf 2.

As is shown in FIG. 2, spare currency strips 9 and 10
for currencies other than the two represented by cur-
rency strips 7 and 8 can be stored on the inner face of
leaf 3 until needed.

The details of the currency strips are more fully illus-
trated in FIGS. 4 and 5. In FIG. 4, a currency strip gen-
erally designated by the numeral 7 is provided with fas-
tening means such as pressure sensitive adhesive pads
11 and 12 which allow currency strip 7 to be removably
positioned on either leaf 2 or 3, as desired. While pres-
sure sensitive adhesive pads are shown in the embodi-
ment of FIG. 4, other means (not shown) for remov-
ably attaching the currency strips to leaf 2 or 3 may
also be used. These would include the use of receiving
slots (not shown) cut into leaf 2 or 3 for insertion of the
ends of the currency strips. In addition, various adhe-
sives 'may be applied directly to the currency strip.

As shown in FIG. 4, the currency strip (which is often
made of semi-rigid plastic) has printed on its front face
fixed indicia of units of a currency different from the
currency shown on the outer face of leaf 2. If the pur-
pose of the display is merely to indicate current ex-
change rates, the scale of units used on the front of cur-
rency sttip 7 can be linear or non-linear. However, if it
is desired to use the display as a true currency con-
verter, both the fixed indicia on the outer face of leaf 2
and the fixed indicia on currency strip 7 must be on
corresponding logarithmic scales so that currency con-
version can be made by direct visual inspection through
the window 5.

The reverse side of currency strip 7 may be blank or,
more preferably, will contain information of national
significance to the country whose currency appears on
the front side of that same currency strip 7. Such infor-
mation of national significance can include information
concerning the various currency subdivisions (e.g. bills
and coins), corresponding clothing sizes, etc.

Additional currency strips will ordinarily be available
to the user of the present display which will be similar
in construction to that shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 except
that the currency and related information of national
_ significance will vary from country to country.

Use of the Present Display

When it is desired to use the present display merely
to illustrate current exchange rates between two or
more currencies, the fixed indicia on the outer face of
leaf 2 will ordinarily refer to a single unit of the travel-
er’s most familiar currency (e.g. one dollar U.S.).
Then, the appropriate currency strips for countries
being visited will be positioned behind a pane 6 of win-
dow 5. The currency strip will be moved upwardly or
downwardly until the current exchange rate appears
opposite the fixed indicia on the outer face of leaf 2.
Then, the currency strip will be fastened in place by
pressing adhesive areas 11 and 12 against the inner face
of leaf 2. Typically, the window will contain only one or
two panes although additional panes may be used if de-
sired depending, of course, on the size of the display.

When it is desired to use the display as a currency
converter, the display windows will be substantially
larger so as to permit fixed indicia to be printed on the
outer face of leaf 2 according to a logarithmic scale. In
this instance, the corresponding indicia on the appro-
priate currency strips must also be printed on a corre-
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sponding logarithmic scale. Once again, each currency
strip will be positioned behind its respective window so
that the appropriate rate of exchange is properly indi-
cated. However, because a plurality of units will appear
on the outer face of leaf 2, and because a correspond-
ing plurality of units of the local currency will appear in
one of the panes 6, one currency can easily be con-
verted into another currency by direct visual inspec-
tion.

What is claimed is:

1. A folded, wallet-type display of relative currency
values which is operable to convert values of at least
two different currencies as exchange rates vary, said
display comprising:

a. only first and second opaque leaves, each leaf hav-
ing a lateral edge and a bottom edge, said leaves
being pivotally connected to each other along only
one lateral edge thereof to form a two-leaf booklet;

b. at least one opaque elongated currency strip hav-
ing a bottom edge and a lateral edge, said bottom
and lateral edges being essentially perpendicular to
one another and said currency strip bottom edge
being substantially narrower than the bottom edge
of said opaque leaves, said currency strip being
marked with indicia of a plurality of units of a sec-
ond currency, said indicia arranged only in a single
row progressing along the length of said strip paral-
lel to said strip lateral edge;

¢. said first leaf containing at least one display open-
ing which is fixedly positioned in said first leaf and
which has a width generally limited to the width of
the currency indicia row on said currency strip,
said display opening allowing a portion of a cur-
rency strip positioned therebeneath to be exposed
to the outer face of said first leaf, each of said dis-
play openings being positioned only laterally from
one another along a direction generally parallel to
said leaf bottom edge;

d. said first leaf being marked with fixed indicia of at
least one unit of a first currency, said indicia lo-
cated on the outer face of said first leaf generally
adjacent to a lateral edge of said display opening;
and .

e. means for attaching said currency strip to said leaf
containing said display opening so as to allow said
currency strip to be operably movable only in a di-
rection parallel to the lateral edge of said leaf and
to allow at least a portion of said strip to be ex-
posed in said display opening when said first leaf is
positioned over said second leaf to allow selective
matching of two currency indicia through said
opening, said matching currency indicia corre-
sponding to the prevailing exchange rate between
the first and second currencies.

2. The display of claim 1 wherein said fixed indicia on
said outer face of said first leaf represent only a single
unit of said first currency.

3. The display of claim 2 wherein printed information
of national significance is positioned on the side of each
of said currency strip opposite the side on which the
currency indicia of the corresponding country appear.

4. The display of claim 2 wherein there are at least
two currency strips, each containing currency indicia
for a separate country, and wherein there are at least
two display openings positioned in said first leaf in a
generally side-by-side arrangement, thereby allowing
the currencies of more than two countries to be simul-
taneously compared.
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5. A folded, wallet-type display of relative currency said elongated display opening, said indicia repre-
values which is operable to convert numerous currency senting a plurality of units of said first currency ar-
values of at least two different currencies as exchange ranged according to a selected logarithmic scale
rates vary, said display comprising: and extending generally along the length of said
a. only first and second opaque leaves, each leaf hav- window opening;

ing a lateral edge and a bottom edge, said leaves
being pivotally connected to each other along only
one lateral edge thereof to form a two-leaf booklet;
b. at least one opaque elongated currency strip hav-

65

e. said fixed indicia on said currency strip being ar-
ranged in a logarithmic scale, said logarithmic scale
corresponding to the logarithmic scale of said outer
leaf so that units of the one currency can be con-

ing a bottom edge and a lateral edge, said bottom 10 verted to units of the second currency by direct vi-
and lateral edges being essentially perpendicular to sual comparison of adjacent currency indicia when
one another and said currency strip bottom edge said currency strip is moved to a suitable position
being substantially narrower than the bottom edge with respect to said indicia on the outer leaf face;
of said opaque leaves, said currency strip being f. means for attaching said currency strip to said leaf
marked with indicia of a plurality of units of a sec- 13 containing said display opening so as to allow said
ond currency, said indicia arranged only in a single currency strip to be movable in a direction parallel
row progressing along the length of said strip gen- to the lateral edge of said leaf and to allow at least
erally parallel to said strip lateral edge; a portion of said strip to be exposed in said display
. said first leaf containing at least one display open- 20 opening when said first leaf is positioned over said
ing which is elongated generally parallel to the lat- second leaf thereby allowing the indicia on the ex-
eral edge of said leaf and which is fixedly posi- posed portion of said currency strip to be alined
tioned in said first leaf and which has a width lim- with the fixed indicia on the outer face of said first
ited to the width of the currency indicia row on said leaf such that selective matching of two currency
currency strip, said display opening allowing a por- 25 indicia through said opening may be accomplished,
tion of a currency strip positioned therebeneath to said matching currency indicia corresponding to
be exposed to the outer face of said first leaf, each the prevailing exchange rate between the first and
of said display openings being positioned only lat- second currencies;
erally from one another along a direction generally 6. The display of claim 5 wherein there are at least
parallel to said leaf bottom edge; 30 two currency strips and at least two elongated window
. said first leaf being marked with fixed indicia of at openings, each of said openings being parallel to one
least one unit of a first currency, said indicia lo- another and spaced laterally apart from one another
cated on the outer face of said first leaf generally allowing the direct conversion of at least three different
adjacent a side edge of said display opening and currencies.
along a line generally parallel to the side edge of 35 R
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