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[571 ABSTRACT

A drafting and calculating instrument including a rule
body carrying compass points which are relatively ad-
justable to draw and/or measure circles .of different
sizes, and having also a slide rule element connected
movably to the body, with slide rule scales formed
thereon and on the body for effecting a calculation. An
indicator having a slide rule hairline for reading the
scales may also be mounted slidably to the body, and
desirably carries one of the compass points.

16 Claims, 12 Drawing Figures
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i
RULE AND COMPASS DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to improved instruments for
use in drawing circles or arcs, taking measurements on
circles, arcs, or other drawings or devices, making cal-
culations relative to the arcs or circles, and making
slide rule type calculations.

There have heretofore been provided devices re-
ferred to as ‘beam compasses,’ including an elongated
ruler body carrying a pair of compass points which may
be adjusted relative to one another for use in drawing
or measuring circles. However, all such prior beam
compasses of which I am aware have been very limited
in the types of operations that they can perform, and
have been incapable of giving any information beyond
the most basic radius measurement relative to the cir-
cles which they draw, or performing any other types of
calculations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a unique drafting and
calculating device which will serve very effectively as
a beam compass of the above discussed type for making
or measuring circles or arcs of different radii, and
which in addition will perform one or more other highly
useful functions, in a manner reducing the amount of
equipment required of, for example, an engineer, tech-
nician, or student. For one thing, a device embodying
the invention may be constructed to automatically indi-
cate to a user the area of a circle which is drawn or
measured by the compass points, and/or the circumfer-
ence of a circle. Further, the device may be utilized to
measure angles on the circumference of a circle of a
particular size. '

Certain additional features of the invention relate to
the preferred construction of the device to serve also
as a slide rule, having a slide element on which logarith-
mic scales are formed for coacting with associated
scales on the body of the device to make slide rule type
calculations. Preferably, the indicator element or
‘index glass’ of the slide rule, in addition to carrying a
hairline marking for reading the logarithmic slide rule
scales, also serves as a movable carrier for one of the
previously mentioned compass points, enabling shifting
movement of that point to different positions relative
to the rule body by movement of the indicator element.
For holding the indicator in a desired set position when
the device is to be utilized as a beam compass, a fric-
tional braking unit may be provided on the indicator
element.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features and objects of the in-
vention will be better understood from the following
detailed description of the typical embodiment illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a rule device constructed in
accordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 is a side view taken on line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a bottom view of the rule device, taken on
line 3—3 of FIG. 2;

FIGS. 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 are vertical sections taken on
lines 4—4, 5—5, 6—6, 7—7, and 8-8 respectively of
FIG. 1; :
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FIG. 9 is an exploded perspective view showing the
manner of construction of the individual parts of the
device; :

FIG. 10 illustrates the device as it appears while
being used to draw a circle or arc;

FIG. 11 illustrates the device while being used to
measure off a desired angle on an arc previously drawn
by the device; and

FIG. 12 shows the device while being used to draw a
series of equally spaced parallel lines.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring first to FIG. 1, I have illustrated at 10 in
that figure a preferred form of rule device embodying
the invention, and including an elongated body 11, and
three slides 12, 13, and 14 mounted to the body for
sliding movement along its longitudinal axis 15. The
slides 12 and 13 detachably carry two compass points
16 and 17, each of which may in different use situations
be either a sharpened lead for marking purposes or a
rigid metal point or needle adapted to serve as a center
in drawing a circle or as a caliper point in measuring
distances on a drawing or device. In FIG. 1, I have typi-
cally illustrated a situation in which the left-hand one
of the two points 17 is a rigid metal element and the
other point 16 is a pencil lead.

The rule body 11 is elongated in the direction of axis
15, and contains an elongated guideway 18 which ex-
tends parallel to axis 15 and has along its entire length
a uniform cross section of the shape illustrated in FIGS.
4, 5,7, and 8. This guideway is essentially very similar
to that usually provided in a slide rule, and is formed
by two spaced parallel elongated body halves or sec-
tions 19 and 20, rigidly interconnected at their opposite
ends by two encircling rigid metal bands or loops 21
and 22 to which members 19 and 20 may be secured
by rivets 23 or the like. At its opposite ends, body 11
has opposite end surfaces 24 and 25 lying in planes 26
and 27 disposed transversely of axis 15, with these sur-
faces 24 and 25 being defined by and formed on the
ends of the various parts 19, 20, 21, and 22 of the body.

Within guideway 18, slide 14 has an elongated por-
tion 28 forming a slide stick which, from its transverse
end surface 29 to the location 30 of FIG. 1, has a uni-
form cross section corresponding to that shown in
FIGS. 4 and 5. This cross section is a close sliding fit
within guideway 18, to mount slide 14 for movement
parallel to axis 15 relative to body 11. More particu-
larly, portion 28 of slide 14 may at its opposite sides
contain two longitudinally extending parallel grooves
31, within which elongated parallel longitudinal
tongues 32 formed on members 19 and 20 are slidably
received in guiding relation (see FIG. 4).

At one of its sides, specifically that seen in FIG. 3,
portion 28 of slide 14 has a series of logarithmic slide
rule scales formed thereon at 33, and member 19 of the
rule body has an associated or coacting series of loga-
rithmic slide rule scales 34 readable against the scales
33. In particular, the scales ordinarily referred to as the
“A,” “C1,” and the “C” scales may be provided on
slide 14 while the “D,” “D1,” and “K” scales may be
provided on the rule body vertically opposite the A,
C1, and C scales. As will be apparent, slide 14 is shift-
able longitudinally relative to the body to perform mul-
tiplication, division, and other- types of calculations for
which a slide rule is conventionally used. The slide or



3
cursor 13 serves as the indicator slide or index glass for
this slide rule assembly, having a hairline marking 35
disposed transversely of axis 15 and located opposite
the scales 33 and 34 so that each of the scales may be
read by the hairline against each of the other scales:To
increase the versatility of the device, slide 14 may be
reversible within guideway 18 and have a second group
of scales (e.g. the S, T and ST scales) at its second side
for making calculations with the D, D1 and K scales
when so reversed. An inch scale 110 may also be pro-
vided on one of the sides of slide 14, for coaction with
scale 57 in adding and subtracting inch measurements.

The slide 13 forms in essence a loop disposed about
body 11 and slidable therealong parallel to axis 15. As
seen in FIGS. 4 and 9, this slide 13 may include two de-
sirably transparent complementary sections 36 and 37,
received at opposite sides respectively of body 11, and
typically molded from an appropriate rigid resinuous
plastic material such as methylmethacrylate. As viewed
in FIGS. 1 and 3, these two sections 36 and 37 are rect-
angular in outline. Section 37 forms a transparent win-
dow at one side of the body 11 through which all of the
scales formed at that side of the body are visible, and
on which the previously mentioned hairline 35 is
formed for coaction with the scales. The two sections
or halves 36 and 37 may be secured rigidly together in
any suitable manner, preferably by means including a
bracket 38 formed of rigid sheet metal and defining an
essentially rectangular top wall 39 extending across the
upper side of section 36. This upper wall 39 of bracket
38 may be secured in place by two threaded nuts 40
projecting downwardly through openings in wall 39-and
into openings in body sections 36 and 37 and con-
nected to a pair of screws 41 which extend upwardly
through openings in a bottom plate 42 clamped against
the underside of bottom section 37. At the opposite
edge of wall 39, bracket 38 extends downwardly at 43
adjacent the side edges of slide sections 36 and 37, and
then inwardly a short distance at 44 to retain sections
36 and 37 tightly together at that side of the slide.

As will be apparent from FIGS. 1 and 9, the top wall
39 of bracket 38 forms a rigid tab 45 projecting parallel
to axis 15 and to which there is rigidly secured a holder
46. for one. of the compass points 17. This holder 46
may typically be an elongated tube having an axis 47
which lies in a plane disposed transversely of main axis
15 of the device, to receive point 17 and hold it in a po-
sition of projection along axis 47. The tube or holder
46 may be appropriately brazed, welded, or otherwise
secured to tab 45 in fixed position relative thereto. The
point 17 is releasably held in fixed position in holder 46
by means of a lock screw 48 tightenable against the
point. The opposite end of tubular holder 46 may re-
movably carry a tubular closed end element 49 which
may be retained by a screw 48a and which projects far
enough beyond the edge of body 11 to function as a
handle for holding point 17 when drawing a circle or
arc, or making a measurement. As will be apparent, the
point and handle 49 can be reversed to position the
point adjacent either the inch or the metric scale as de-
sired. At opposite sides of tab 45, the top will 39 of
bracket 38 may be cut away to define two edges 50
spaced from and parallel to holder 46 forming viewing
windows 51 and 52 through which the later to be dis-
cussed scales and markings on body 11 may be viewed.
The. top transparent section 36 of slide 13 is wider than
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bracket 38 at the locations of these windows 51 and 52,
and extends across these window areas.

As seen best in FIGS. 4 and §, body 11 and its two
sections 19 and 20 form a planar undersurface 53 of

“the body, and a parallel planar upper surface 54. Along

the opposite edges of the body, sections 19 and 20 may
have inclined edge surfaces 55 and 56, on which two
measuring scales 57 and 58 are formed. Scale 57 may
be measured off in inches and fractions. thereof, while
scale §8 may be measured in centimeters and fractions
thereof, with the zero points of the two scales being
aligned in a common transverse plane 59. The opposite
sides of body 11 may thus be utilized as straight edges
for drawing measured lines. Desirably, scale 57 in-
cludes 6 inches, with the 3 inch point having an addi-
tional marking at 60 (FIG. 1) indicating that it is the
‘“‘center line,” to be utilized in a manner which will be
discussed at a later point. The internal configuration of
sections 36 and 37 of slide 13 is such as to fit closely
over the above discussed transverse sectional configu-
ration of rule body 11. For this purpose, sections 36
and 37 slidably engage the upper and lower surfaces 54
and 53 of body 11, and have inclined surfaces 61 en-
gaging the previously mentioned inclined edge surface
§5 of body member 19. Similarly, at the opposite side
of the rule body, top section 36 may have an inclined
surface 62 received closely adjacent inclined surface
56 of body section 20. The lower slide section 37 at this
side of the body may be shaped to define a recess 63
containing a leaf spring 64 acting to exert yielding force
against the edge of body section 20 in a manner main-
taining surfaces 55 and 61 in tight sliding engagement,
and thereby maintaining slide 13 in an accurately fixed
orientation with respect to body 11.

When slide 13 and its point 17 are being employed
as a portion of a compass, slide 13 is preferably locked
rigidly in a set position along body 11. For this purpose,
slide 13 is provided with a braking or locking element
65, which may include a T-shaped essentially stiff but
slightly deformable piece of sheet metal 66 receivable
within a correspondingly T-shaped aperature 67 in top
wall 39 of bracket 38, and carrying a high friction pad
or cushion 68 formed of rubber or the like and engage-
able downwardly against section 20 of the rule body 11
to lock slide 13 against relative movement. This friction
pad 68 may be carried by the crosspiece of the “T,”
with the opposite end of the T being permanently and
rigidly secured to bracket 38 as by spot welding at 69.
In extending from the location 69, the web of the T may
normally -curve slightly upwardly at 70, to normally
function by its own resilience to retain pad 68 out of
engagement with the rule body. For actuating the lock-
ing element 66 downwardly to its. braking position,
there may be provided a rigid actuating element 71,
which is guided by two loops 72 formed by the material
of bracket 38. for sliding movement in a leftward or
rightward direction as viewed in FIG. 6, and which has
an upwardly offset portion 73 normally receiving the
web of T-shaped element 66. When actuating element
71 is shifted from its full line to its broken line position
of FIG. 6, the element 71 acts to cam the locking ele-
ment downwardly to its braking position. Element 71
is movable between its locking and retracted positions
by means of an upwardly turned handle tab 74 formed
at an end of element 71. For reading accurately the po-
sition of point 17 along scale 57 or 58, the transparent
upper section 36 of slide 13 has two edges 75 and 76,
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which lie in the same transverse plane 47 as does point
17, and which are received directly adjacent and are
inclined in correspondence with scales 57 and 58 to be
very accurately readable thereon. Also, the window
portion of section 36 at the location 51 may carry a
transverse index marking or line 77 which when
brought directly over a similar marking 78 formed on
body section 19 indicates that point 17 is located at ex-
actly the location of the zero marking on scales 57 and
58.

Stide 12 which carries compass point 16 is mounted
in the same guideway 18 as is slide 14, but is located ax-
ially therebeyond. As seen in FIGS. 7, 8, and 9, slide 12
may be formed of two upper and lower sections 79 and
80, which engage the upper and lower sides respec-
tively of the two tongues 32 of body sections 19 and 20,
and which are interconnected by a screw 81 projecting
upwardly from bottom section 86 through an opening
in top section 79 and carrying a nut 82 which is tighten-
able to lock slide 12 in any desired set position. Ears or
flanges 83 are formed at opposite ends of bottom sec-
tion 80 and may be engageable with a downwardly pro-
jecting central portion 84 of top section 79, to hold the
two sections against relative axial movement. A spring
85 between sections 79 and 80 yieldingly urges them
relatively apart so that upon slight loosening of nut 82,
slide 12 is very freely movable axially to different posi-
tions in guideway 18. Slide 14 will of course move
within guideway 18 as necessary to allow any desired
shifting of slide 12, and if necessary in a particular in-
stance slide 14 can be completely removed from body
11 while slide 12 is shifted to a particular position in the
guideway.

Secured to one end of section 79 of slide 12, there is
provided a tubular point holder 86 which may be the
same as holder 46 of slide 13, and be disposed parallel
thereto. As in the case of holder 46, a handle 88 may
be mounted about one end of the tube, to project to a
position corresponding to that of the previously dis-
cussed handle 49 on tube 46 for use in holding point 16
in a fixed position. Also, the point and handle may be
reversed to project in directions the opposite of those
shown in the figures.

Adjacent tube 86, the section 79 of slide 12 carries
a pointer or reading element 89, which may be formed
of sheet metal and which has two pointed ends 90 and
91 extending downwardly at an inclination in close
proximity to the inclined faces 55 and 56 of body 11,
to take readings on their scales 57 and 58. At first sides
of pointer ends 90 and 91, these elements have straight
edges 92 which are aligned in a common vertical plane
disposed transversely of axis 15 and containing point
16, to thus indicate on the scales the precise setting of
point 16. The opposite sides of pointers 90 and 91 may
extend angularly away from edges 92, and to the plane
of another reading edge 93 of element 89 which edge
lies in another transverse plane 94 disposed trans-
versely of axis 15 to be utilized in taking readings on
additional scales 94, 95, and 96. These scales are uti-
lized in determining the area or circumference of a cir-
cle drawn or measured by the compass points of the de-
vice. More particularly, if point 17 is set at zero on
scale 57, and point 16 is set at a position on that scale
87 representing the radius of a particular circle which
is to be drawn by points 16 and 17, the reading which
may then be taken on scale 94, by noting the position
of edge 93 on scale 94, will give the area of the circle
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for whose radius points 16 and 17 are set. Scale 95 sim-
ilarly gives the area of a circle having a diameter corre-
sponding to the distance between points 16 and 17, and
scale 96 gives the circumference of a circle having a ra-
dius corresponding to the distance between the points.
With regard to the range of movement of slide 12, the
sections 79 and 80 of that slide are shaped and posi-
tioned to be slidable into end piece 22 of body 11 in the
FIG. 1 extreme position of slide 12. Also, element 22
may be semicircularly cut away at 97 to partially re-
ceive nut 82, to attain a maximum range of movement
of slide 12 within body 11.

At a location axially beyond the left end of body 11,
as viewed in FIG. 1, slide 14 has an enlarged portion
94'. This enlarged head 94’ has a transverse surface 95
at one side which is received closely adjacent the end
surface 24 of body 11 in a fully inserted position of
slide 14, with the head being releasably retainable in
that position by a spring detent 26 engageable in de-
tenting relation with a shoulder formed within a recess
97 in head 94. From the plane of surface 95 to a trans-
verse plane 98, head 94 may have a cross section corre-
sponding generally to the cross section which body 11
would have if guideway 18 were filled in. Thus, slide 13
can be moved axially off of body 11 and slide onto the
portion 99 of head 94 for retention thereon when slide
13 is not to be used. This inactive position of slide 13
is represented in broken lines 13’ in the left portion of
FIG. 1. In that position, the slide 13 is shiftable up-
wardly (toward the viewer in FIG. 1) a short distance
relative to head 94, in order to bring the undersurface
100 of the slide into the same plane as the undersur-
faces 53 of body sections 19 and 20 (see broken line
position of slide 13 in FIG. 2). To enable such upward
shifting movement, the head 94 has a shallow recess
101 in its underside into which the bottom section 37
of slide 13 is movable upwardly. This then allows the
undersurface of body 11 to be placed in direct engage-
ment with a sheet of paper to facilitate the drawing of
lines thereon by the straight edges adjacent scales 57
and 58. Axially beyond plane 98 in FIG. 1, head 94 has
a portion 102 defining a straight edge 103 which is per-
pendicular to axis 15 and the straight edges formed on
opposite sides of body 11, with an inclined surface 104
adjacent the straight edge having a scale 105 with
evenly spaced markings, typically measured in inches
and fractions thereof. A shoulder 106 formed on head
94 in the plane 98 prevents unintentional movement of
slide 13 axially beyond the broken line position of FIG.
1 and off of the head.

Two additional scales which have not thus far been
described are provided at 107 and 108 on the back side
of section 20 of body 11. Scale 107 is measured off in
circular degrees from 0 to 90, and scale 108 is marked
off reversely on member 20 from 90° to 180°. In using
these scales, the point 16 is set to a position of align-
ment with the 6 inch marking on scale 57, and the angle
reading is then determined by the position of hairline
35 of slide 13 on scales 107 and 108. This angle reading
indicates the angle which is marked off on a circle of
a particular size between points 16 and 17 when the
points are in the specified settings. The circle of this
particular size is drawn by first positioning point 17 at

-the 3 inch marking on scale 57 (this being the purpose

for the ‘‘center line” marking 60 on that scale), and po-
sitioning point 16 at the location of the 6 inch marking
on the scale 57. With the points 16 and 17 at these lo-
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cations, a circle drawn by lead point 16 about a center
defined by point 17 will be a circle of 3 inch radius and
is precisely the size for which scales 107 and 108 on the
back side of the body are designed. To measure a par-
ticular angle on the circumference of such a 3 inch ra-
dius circle, the device is utilized as shown in FIG. 11,
with point 16 being positioned at the 6 inch location on
scale 57 (as in FIG. 1), and with hairline 35 being lo-
cated at the desired angle a on the scales. As will be ap-
parent, with the points thus set, point 17 may be placed
at any desired location on the circumference of the cir-
cle, and point.16 may then be swung to draw an arc in-
tersecting the circle at another location, and the circu-
lar distance between these two locations will be the
angle indicated by scale 107 or 108. Scale 107 gives the
reading when the arc is swung from a 0 degree location,
and scale 108 gives the angle when the reading is taken
backwards from a 180 degree starting point.

To summarize very briefly some of the ways in which
the present device may be utilized, assume first of all
that it-is desired simply to draw a circle of a particular
radius. This may be done by setting point 17 at the zero
location on scales 57 and §8, and then setting slide 12
to a desired radius reading on either the inch scale 57
or metric scale 58, locking both of the slides 13 and 12
in the set positions, then positioning point 17 at the de-
sired center of the circle (see FIG. 10), and swinging
the entire unit about that center so that point 16 draws
the circle. With the slides still in these settings, the posi-
tion of edge 93 of slide 12 with respect to scales 94, 95,
and 96 indicates the area of the drawn circle, the area
of a circle having a diameter corresponding to the dis-
tance between points 16 and 17, and the circumference
of the drawn circle. Further, if the drawn circle is one
of three inch radius, scales 107 and 108 can be em-
ployed to measure off angles on its circumference as
has been discussed in detail above.

When slide rule type calculations are to be made by
the device, the brake or lock 65 of slide 13 is released,
slide 14 is moved appropriately to attain the desired
calculations by the various scales 33 and 34 ‘on this
slide and body 11, and the hairline 35 on slide 13 is em-
ployed to take a reading on the slide rule scales or to
determine the setting of slide 14. The T, ST and S
scales may be used by reversing slide 14 to locate these
scales on the same side of the device as scales D, D1
and K.

FIG. 12 shows another manner of use of the device,
for drawing a series of parallel lines 115 on a sheet of
paper. In drawing such lines, the transverse straight
edge 103 on the enlarged head portion 94 of slide 14
is positioned in alignment with a guideline or edge 116
formed on the sheet or on a drawing board to which the
sheet is-attached, and the edges 117 and/or 118 of body
11 (adjacent scale 57 and 58) may then be employed
for drawing the lines 115. After a first of the lines 115
has been drawn with a particular one of the markings
of scale 105 opposite a particular index point 119 on
guideline 116, the entire device 10 may be shifted
downwardly so that a next successive one of the mark-
ings of scale 105 is opposite index marking 119, to
draw a next successive one of the lines 1185, etc. During
this use of the device, slide 13 is moved to its inactive
position on head 94, so that as discussed previously, the
undersurface of body 11 may be placed directly against
the upper surface of the sheet of paper without interfer-
ence being offered by slide 13.

20

25

30

35

45

50

60

65

8

While certain specific embodiments of the present
invention have been disclosed as typical, the invention
is of course not limited to these particular forms, but
rather is applicable broadly to all such variations as fall
within the scope of the appended claims.

1 claim:

1. A device comprising an elongated rule body, two
relatively adjustable compass points carried by said
body, a first slide element carrying one of said points
and mounted by said body for sliding movement there-
along and toward and away from the other of said
points to vary the distance between the points; an elon-
gated second slide element mounted by said body for
longitudinal sliding movement relative thereto, and log-
arithmic slide rule scales on said body and said second
slide element readable against one. another to make a
slide rule calculation, said second slide element having
an elongated relatively narrow first portion slidably re-
ceived within a guideway in said body, and an enlarged
head portion carried by said narrower portion at a loca-
tion beyond an end of said guideway and having a width
greater than the narrower portion, said body having a
straight edge along one side thereof with scale mark-
ings and adapted to be used in drawing a straight line,
and said enlarged portion of the second slide element
having a straight edge disposed perpendicular to said
straight edge of the body and perpendicular to the di-
rection of sliding movement of said slide elements and
having scale markings.

2. A device comprising a body, means for mounting
two compass points to said body for relative adjusting
movement to draw or measure a circle having a radius
corresponding to the distance between said points, said
means including a slide element mounted to said body
for relative sliding movement therealong and carrying
one of said points to adjust the distance between it and
the other point, a scale carried by said body having
angle markings which indicate for a particular size cir-
cle the size of angle marked off on the circumference
of said circle by said two points, additional scales on
said body indicating the area of a circle having a radius
or diameter corresponding to the spacing between said
compass points at different settings thereof and indicat-
ing the circumference of a circle having such a radius,
said body having a guideway slidably receiving said
slide element, an elongated second slide element
mounted slidably within said guideway, coacting loga-
rithmic slide rule scales on said body and said second
slide element, said compass point mounting means in-
cluding a third slide element mounted slidably about
and to said body and carrying said other compass point,
said third slide element having a hairline indicator
marking coacting with said slide rule scales, said sec-
ond slide element having an enlargement extending be-
yond said guideway and said body and shaped to de-
tachably carry said third slide element in an inactive
position thereof, said body having a straight edge ex-
tending parallel to said guideway, and said enlargement
having a straight edge extending perpendicular to said
first mentioned straight edge and perpendicular to the
guideway.

3. A device comprising an elongated rule body, two
relatively adjustable compass points carried by said
body, a first slide element carrying one of said points
and mounted by said body for sliding movement there-
along and toward and away from the other of said
points to vary the distance between the points; an elon-
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gated second slide element mounted by said body for
longitudinal sliding movement relative thereto, loga-
rithmic slide rule scales on said body and said second
slide element readable against one another to make a
slide rule calculation, a slide rule indicator element
mountable slidably on said body for shifting movement
therealong and having a marking simultaneously coact-
ing with said slide rule scales on both said body and said
second slide element, and means for attaching said in-
dicator element in a predetermined inactive position to
said second slide element. .

4. A device as recited in claim 3, in which said second
slide element is slidably received within a guideway in
said body, said attaching means including an enlarge-
ment carried by said second slide element beyond said
body and having an external size similar to said body,
said indicator element being received slidably about
said body and being movable to a position about said
enlargement of the second slide element in said inac-
tive position. ’ ‘

5. A device as recited in claim 4, in which said attach-
ing means include means for releasably locking said in-
dicator element in said inactive position about said en-
largement.

6. A device as recited in claim 3, in which said second
slide element is slidably received within a guideway in
said body, said attaching means including an enlarge-
ment carried by said second slide element beyond said
body and having an external size similar to said body,
said indicator element being received slidably about
said body and being movable to a position about said
enlargement of the second slide element in said inac-
tive position, said body having an undersurface, said
indicator element having a portion projecting beneath
the level of said undersurface when the indicator ele-
ment is received about the body, said enlargement
being recessed at its underside in a relation enabling
said indicator element to be raised to a slightly higher
plane when received about the enlargement than when
received about the body and thereby enabling engage-
ment of said undersurface of the body with a planar
supporting surface.

7. A device comprising an elongated rule body con-
taining an elongated guideway extending along a prede-
termined axis longitudinally within the body, an elon-
gated slide stick mounted slidably within said guideway
for longitudinal movement parallel to said axis, loga-
rithmic slide rule scales on said body and said slide
stick readable against one another to make a slide rule
calculation, a cursor disposed about said body and stick
and mounted to the body for longitudinal sliding move-
ment therealong parallel to said axis and relative to
both the body and stick, said cursor having a reference
line disposed transversely of said axis and readable si-
multaneously against aligned portions of said logarith-
mic scales on both the body and stick, a first compass
point carried by said cursor for sliding movement
therewith, a second compass point which may be
spaced from said first point longitudinally of said axis
and coacting with said first point to enable use of said
device as an adjustable beam compass and an addi-
tional slide element mounted by said body for slid
movement therealong parallel to said axis and relative
to both said slide stick and cursor and carrying said sec-
ond compass point for adjusting movement therewith.
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8. A device as recited in claim 7, including a compass
scale on said body for indicating the distance between
said two points in any particular setting thereof.

9. A device as recited in claim 7, including locking
means for releasably retaining said cursor in different
settings on said body.

10. A device comprising an elongated rule body con-
taining an elongated guideway extending along a prede-
termined axis longitudinally within the body, an elon-
gated slide stick mounted slidably within said guideway
for longitudinal movement parallel to said axis, loga-
rithmic slide rule scales on said body and said slide
stick readable against one another to make a slide rule
calculation, a cursor disposed about said body and stick
and mounted to the body for longitudinal sliding move-
ment therealong parallel to said axis and relative to
both the body and stick, said cursor having a reference
line disposed transversely of said axis and readable si-
multaneously against aligned portions of said logarith-
mic scales on both the body and stick, an enlargement
carried by said slide stick beyond said body and having
an external size larger than said guideway and similar
to that of said body, said cursor being slidable axially
off of said body and to an inactive position about said
enlargement.

11. A device as recited in claim 19, in which said
body has an undersurface, said cursor having a portion
projecting beneath the level of said undersurface when
the cursor is received about said body, said enlarge-
ment being recessed at its underside in a relation en-
abling said cursor to be raised to a slightly higher plane
when received about the enlargement than when re-
ceived about the body and thereby enabling engage-
ment of said undersurface of the body with a planar
supporting surface.

12. A device comprising an elongated rule body con-
taining an elongated guideway extending along a prede-
termined axis longitudinally within the body, an elon-
gated slide stick mounted slidably within said guideway
for longitudinal movement parallel to said axis, loga-
rithmic slide rule scales on said body and said slide
stick readable against one another to make a slide rule
calculation, a cursor disposed about said body and stick
and mounted to the body for longitudinal sliding move-
ment therealong parallel to said axis and relative to
both the body and stick, said cursor having a reference
line disposed transversely of said axis and readable si-
multaneously against aligned portions of said logarith-
mic scales on both the body and stick, a first compass
point carried by said cursor for sliding movement
therewith, a second compass point which may be
spaced from said first point longitudinally of said axis
and coacting with said first point to enable use of said
device as an adjustable beam compass, and means for
attaching said cursor in a predetermined inactive posi-
tion to said slide stick.

13. A device comprising an elongated rule body con-
taining an elongated guideway extending along a prede-
termined axis longitudinally within the body, an elon-
gated slide stick mounted slidably within said guideway
for longitudinal movement parallel to said axis, loga-
rithmic slide rule scales on said body and said slide
stick readable against one another to make a slide rule
calculation, a cursor disposed about said body and stick
and mounted to the body for longitudinal sliding move-
ment therealong parallel to said axis and relative to
both the body and stick, said cursor having a reference
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line disposed transversely of said axis and readable si-
multaneously against aligned portions of said logarith-
mic scales on both the body and stick, a first compass
point carried by said cursor for sliding movement
therewith,” a second compass point which may be
spaced from said first point longitudinally of said axis
and coacting with said first point to enable use of said
device as an adjustable beam compass, and an enlarge-
ment carried by said slide stick beyond said body and
having a width greater than that of said stick and corre-
sponding generally to that of said body and onto which
said cursor is slidably movable from the body in a pre-
determined inactive posmon

14. A device as recited in claim 13 in which said
body has a straight edge for use in drawing a straight
line parallel to said axis, said enlargement having a
straight edge for use in drawing a straight line perpen-
dicular to said axis.

15. A device comprising an elongated rule body con-
taining an elongated guideway extending along a prede-
termined axis longitudinally within the body, an elon-
gated slide stick mounted slidably within said guideway
for longitudinal movement parallel to said axis, loga-
rithmic slide rule scales on said body and said slide
stick readable against one another to make a slide rule
calculation, a cursor disposed about said body and stick
and mounted to the body for longitudinal sliding move-
ment therealong parallel to said axis and relative to
both the body and stick, said cursor having a reference
line disposed transversely of said axis and readable si-
multaneously against aligned portions of said logarith-
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mic scales on both the body and stick, a first compass
point carried by said cursor for sliding movement
therewith, a second compass point which may be
spaced from said first point longitudinally of said axis
and coacting with said first point to enable use of said
device as an adjustable beam compass, and detent
means for releasably retaining said slide stick in a pre-
determined position relative to said body.

16. A device comprising an elongated rule body con-
taining an elongated guideway extending along a prede-
termined axis longitudinally within the body, an elon-
gated slide stick mounted slidably within said guideway
for longitudinal movement parallel to said axis, loga-
rithmic slide rule scales on said body and said slide
stick readable against one another to make a slide rule
calculation, a cursor disposed about said body and stick
and mounted to the body for longitudinal sliding move-
ment therealong parallel to said axis and relative to
both the body and stick, said cursor having a reference
line disposed transversely of said axis and readable si-
multaneously against aligned portions of said logarith-
mic scales on both the body and stick, a first compass
point carried by said cursor for sliding movement
therewith, a second compass point which may be
spaced from said first point longitudinaily of said axis
and coacting with said first point to enable use of said
device as an adjustable beam compass, and an addi-
tional slide element mounted slidably in said guideway
beyond said slide stick and carrying said second com-
pass point.

* * * * *



